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TO SEE MORE INFORMATION ON WATER ISSUES AND THE TEXAS ECONOMY:    https://comptroller.texas.gov/economy/economic-data/water/ 96-1870-5 (9-22)

THIS IS ONE IN A SERIES OF REPORTS THE COMPTROLLER HAS PREPARED ON WATER IN TEXAS

WAT E R  
IS GOOD FOR TEXAS

SURFACE WATER (water that is located above ground) 
includes rivers, lakes, bays, ponds, wetlands, marshes, 
canals, estuaries and reservoirs. Texas currently has 
7.2 million acre-feet of surface water available 
annually from the 
following sources: 187
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COASTAL BASINS 

Surface water accounted for 42 percent of the state’s total 
water use in 2019, while groundwater provided 55 percent 
and water reuse the remaining three percent.  

Surface water is a critical resource for the state’s municipalities. 
In 2019, about half of surface water used in Texas was for 
municipal purposes (ranging from single-family residences 
to commercial establishments), followed by nearly 30 
percent for irrigation (field crops, vineyards, orchards) and 
15 percent for manufacturing needs.

Municipal water needs (or, potential shortages) are 
projected to rise dramatically in the coming decades, 
from about 215,000 acre-feet in 2020 to 3.1 million 
acre-feet in 2070. Municipal water needs as a share of total 
water needs are projected to increase from seven percent in 
2020 to 46 percent in 2070.

SURFACE WATER USES
USES OF SURFACE WATER BY USE CATEGORY, TEXAS, 2019

WATER MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES
Given increasing municipal water 
demands, the 2022 State Water Plan 
projects the highest percentage of 
new water supplies in 2070 will 
come from strategies based on 
surface water. 

• The plan recommends 1,829 new 
surface water projects—including 
23 new major reservoirs. 

• This will provide an additional 2.8 
million acre-feet of water per year 
by 2070. 

• Surface water projects will account 
for 37 percent of the proposed 
new water supplies in 2070, up 
from 24 percent in 2020.
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BOIS D’ARC LAKE, 
NORTHEAST OF THE CITY OF 

BONHAM IN FANNIN COUNTY, 
WILL BE THE FIRST MAJOR 

RESERVOIR BUILT IN TEXAS IN 
30 YEARS AND HAS RECEIVED NEARLY 

$1.5 BILLION IN FUNDING 
COMMITMENTS FROM THE STATE WATER 

IMPLEMENTATION FUND FOR TEXAS, 
ONE OF THE LARGEST COMMITMENT 

TOTALS OF ANY PROJECT UNDER 
THE PROGRAM.

RED 

CANADIAN

TRINITY

BRAZOS

COLORADO

RIO GRANDE

NUECES

SAN 
ANTONIO

GUADALUPE

LAVACA

SAN 
JACINTO

NECHES

CYPRESS
SABINE

SULPHUR

MAJOR RIVER BASINS NECHES-TRINITY

TRINITY-SAN JACINTO

SAN JACINTO-BRAZOS

BRAZOS-COLORADO

COLORADO-LAVACA

LAVACA-GUADALUPE

SAN ANTONIO-NUECES

NUECES-RIO GRANDE

COASTAL BASINS


